BEEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In Ehe Matter of the Suspension
of the Educator Certificate of ORDER OF SUSPENSION
Susan R. 5ims,

Certificate 133287
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SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Caroling State Board of Bducation (State Board) considered this
matter on December 11, 2004, On Movember 26, 2003, the South Carolina
Department of Education {Department} sent Susan R, Sims & notice of her right to
a hearing regarding the oossible suspension of her South Caraolina educator
certificate duge to her having defsulted on her obligation to the State of Scuth
Caralina to rep2y funds loanad to her to pay for the costs of applying for National
Board Certification. The notice was sent to Ms, Sims via regular and certified mail,
return receipt requested, delivery restricted to the addresses, Upon receipt of the
notice, Ms. Sims informed the Department that she was unable to fulfill her
chligation to the State of Scuth Carclina but did not reguest a hearing within tha
time frame specified in the notice. After considering the information presented by
the Department, the State Beard voted to suspend Ms. Sims's certificate until she

repays the full amount owed on her oulstanding loan with the State of South

Carolina oblainec through the Center for Teacher Education, Recruitment, Retentior

and Advancement (CCRRAY,
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FINDIMNGS OF FACT

Ms. Sims holds a valid South Carolina educator certificate and has over
twenty-two vears of teaching experience. On October 6, 2000, Ms. Sims signed a
promissory note with the State of South Caroling to abtain & loan in the amount of
$2300 to pay for the costs of apalying for cortification from the National Board for
Prufessional Teaching Standards (MBPTS). One of the terms of that pramissory note
was that the lean recipient would e obligated to repay the entire lcan amount if
she did nel fermally withdraw from the process of obtaining NBPTS certification and
did not complete any portfolic or assessment center entrigs, Under this term of the
agreement, Ms. Sims is now nohligated o ropay the $23000 CERRA and the
Deparcment sent several letters to M=, Sims informing her that the $2300 was now
due and of the conseguences for failing to repay the amount due. After receiving
notice of the possible suspension of her edacator certificate, Ms. Sims informed the
Department by leller daled February 5, 2004, that she was unable o fulfill her
abligation to the State of South Caraling but did not request a hearing, On February
22, 2007, after Ms. Sims submitted a second application for the National Board
Certification Loan Program, CERRA informed Ms. Sims that she was in default of her
lvan obtained in 2000, Ms, Sims again asked the Departmment to forgive her loan.
On April 17, 2007, the Departrment once again informed Ms. Sims that she is
obligated to abide by the terms of the signad 'can agreemenL..On July 3, 2007, Lhe
Department’s Oftice of Finance contacted Ms. Sims and offercd to her a repayment
agreement. Ms. Sims agreed to have a resayment agreemrent sent to her. The loan

repayment agreemeant was mailed to Ms. Sims an July 6, 2007, Ms, Sims failed to
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execute the repayment agreement and failed to submit any pavments under the
terms of the repayment agreement. On September 14, 2007, the Department’s
Office of General Counsel mailed Lo Ms, Sims a second repayment agreement via
regular and certified mail, return reccipt requested, delivery restricted o the
addressee, Ms, Sims received the second repayment agreement as evidenced by a
slgned postal receipt. Ms, Sims failed to execute the second repayment agreement
and falled to submit any payments under the terms of the repayment agreement.

Ms. Sims has not repald the $2300 that is now due.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The State Board may suspend the certificate of any person for unprofessional
conduct, 5.C. Code Ann, §5 59-25-150 and 160 (2004). The State Board finds that
thero is sufficient information to support its decision to suspand Susan R. Sims's
educator certificate from the date of this Order untll she has satlsfied her financial
obligation to the State of Scuth Carcling, as cstablished in tho promissory note
referenced above, Upon Full payment of the balance due, if Ms. Sims wishes to hawve
her certificate reinstated, she may make a written request for reinstaterncnt to the

Nepariment’s Office of Educatar Certification.

Sauth Caroling State Board of Education

o ikl

hn C. Tingal, Chair

Columkbia, South Carolina
December 11, 2007



